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UNCLAS LONDON 03379 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BPRO, UK 

SUBJECT: FCIA CREDIT INSURANCE REQUEST ROLLS-ROYCE 
(1971) LTD. 

REF: (A) STATE 41282; (B) 6254, MAY 1974 

1. EMBASSY HAS LITTLE TO ADD TO REFERENCE B. ANNUAL 
STATEMENT FOR CALENDAR YEAR 1973 NOW PUBLISHED SHOWS 
GROSS SALES OF 432 MILLION POUNDS, UP SOME 15 PER CENT 
OVER 1972. PROFIT BEFORE TAXES TOTALLED 22.8 MILLION 
POUNDS IN 1973, ALTHOUGH NET PROFIT RETAINED AFTER 

TAXES AND EXTRAORDINARY ITEMS AMOUNTED TO ONLY SLIGHTLY 
MORE THAN ONE MILLION POUNDS. COMPARABLE DATA FOR 1974 
WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE UNTIL SEPTEMBER. 

2. IN VIEW OF IMPORTANCE OF ROLLS-ROYCE (1971 TO U.K. 

NATIONAL INTERESTS, WE BELIEVE IT UNLIKELY COMPANY WILL 
NOT CONTINUE TO MEET ALL FINANCIAL COMMITMENTS. 

RICHARDSON 
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